Massive intracerebral air embolism associated with meningitis and lumbar spondylitis: case report.
Massive intracerebral air embolism is a rare pathologic state and never in association with meningitis and lumbar spondylitis. To the best of our knowledge, our presented case is the first of a massive intracerebral air embolism associated with meningitis and lumbar spondylitis of Klebsiella pneumonia. A 55-year-old man presented with a high fever and low back pain. Blood culture showed Klebsiella pneumonia. Lumbar computed tomography (CT) revealed discitis at L1-2 and L2-3 levels and paraspinal abscess in which air was found. Despite management with antibiotics, patient's consciousness deteriorated, and brain CT revealed diffuse intravenous air embolism and severe brain swelling. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) examination demonstrated bacterial meningitis, and the CSF culture showed Klebsiella pneumonia. Later, septic shock occurred and patient expired. Intracerebral air embolism can occur in the Klebsiella pneumonia meningitis that resulted from lumbar spondylitis and sepsis.